RHYTHM – CAN’T BEAT IT

Rhythm: 



A regular pattern formed by long and short notes and rests. In barbershop music the 
rhythm of the song is carried by the words.

Directors, if you find yourself directing the rhythm you are probably not hearing what you want from the chorus. Stop and use rhythmic clapping and other tools to make sure the chorus knows what you want and then get out of the way. Directing the rhythm can be confusing to the chorus and it leads to choppy singing.

Beat:


The regular and rhythmic unit of time. 


Down Beat:


A beat framework that stresses the first beat in the bar. In 4/4 time there is a secondary 
stress on the 3rd beat.


Back Beat:


A beat framework that stresses the 2nd and 4th beats in the bar.

Tempo:

The speed at which you sing a song. 



Random multiple changes can be confusing to both singer and audience. You 
have to have a GOOD reason for incorporating tempo changes because audiences like to 
tap their feet as they listen.

Subdivisions of the beat:


Identifying and feeling the subdivisions in the beat can add energy and forward motion to 
your up-tunes.


Basic 4/4 timing


1
2
3
4


First subdivision



1    &
2    &
3    & 
4    &


Adds energy to both down beat and back beat songs. Good for driving up-tunes.


Second subdivision


1  e  &
2  e  &
3  e  &
4  e  & 



tack-a ta, tack-a-ta, tack-a-ta, tack-a-ta


Good for swing up-tunes and stomps.


And more


1 e & a
2 e & a
3 e & a
4 e & a


You can subdivide an infinite number of times but it gets harder for your singers 
to feel 
the more often you do it. 
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